The USHL and the NHL Draft

In 2007, the United States Hockey League had 33 current players, in addition to several past and future per-
formers, ranked by the central scouting bureau of the National Hockey League as prospects for the 2007
NHL Draft. Recent history has seen the number of USHL players selected, signing and playing in the NHL on
the increase and the crop chosen in 2007 will undoubtedly add to that legacy.

After its first year of competition, not a single player from the USHL was taken in
the NHL Draft. Since then, however, at least one player from the league has
been selected every year in the draft. The first ever taken was Austin Maver -
icks’ defenseman Rick Zombo (right) in 1981. Zombo went on to a NHL career
that spanned 652 games with Detroit, St. Louis and Boston. Zombo would later
coach the St. Louis Eagles when they played in the USHL in 2003-04. Since
then players such as Phil Housley, Gary Suter, Shjon Podein, Greg Johnson, Seanjih
Pronger, Ryan Johnson, Ben Clymer and Thomas Vanek, among others, have
used the USHL to springboard themselves into the NHL Draft and eventually, a
NHL career.

PHILADELPHlA Okposo (left) of the Des Moines
W ﬁHING’ C“SlBuccaneers, fresh off helping the Bucs claim their fourth na-

ional championship, was selected seventh overall by the New
York Islanders. Okposo, who just completed his freshman
season at the University of Minnesota, will return to the
Golden Gophers for his sophomore campaign in 2007-08.
His teammate in Des Moines, Trevor Lewis, was chosen 17th
overall by Los Angeles. Later in the summer, Lewis passed

\ on a scholarship to the University of Michigan to sign with the
Kings, becoming the first player in the history to sign a NHL contract directly from the USHL.
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The USHL has seen eleven players chosen in the first round of the draft
since 2000, including three in the first round of the 2000 and 2005
drafts. The highest a player has ever been chosen directly from the
USHL was Thomas Vanek (right), who went fifth overall to the Buffalo
Sabres in 2003. Rostislav Klesla was chosen fourth overall by Colum-
bus in 2000, but that was following a year in the Ontario Hockey League.
He played with Brampton in the OHL in 1999-2000, following a season
in the USHL with Sioux City. Blake Wheeler was chosen fifth overall by
Phoenixin 2004, but that was the draft prior to his 200405 all-star
season with the Green Bay Gamblers.

The following is a brief overview of the USHL's history at the NHL Draft.
In addition, a profile of the top six skaters (those ranked to be taken in
the first two rounds) and two goaltenders as ranked by NHL Central
Scouting is also given.
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USHL Players Ranked in 2007

Skaters

16 - Max Pacioretty (Sioux City)
21 - Nick Petrecki (Omaha)

23 -Pat White (Tri-City)

25 - Colby Cohen (Lincoln)

37 -Ben Ryan (Des Moines)

57 -Brad Malone (Sioux Falls)

65 -Jake Hansen (Sioux Falls)

86 -Drew Leblanc (Chicago)

92 -John Lee (Waterloo)

97 -Travis Bstad (Lincoln)

99 -Blake Kessel (Waterloo)

101 -Aaron Palushaj (Des Moines)
109 - Nick Larson (Omaha)

114 -Corey Tropp (Sioux Falls)
118 - Jordy Christian (Sioux Falls)
119 -Jack Downing (Omaha)

123 - Robin Bergman (Cedar Rapids)
128 - Calle Ridderwall (Tri-City)
130 - Taylor Matson (Des Moines)
132 - Jeff Foss (Sioux Falls)

134 -Tristin Llewellyn (Tri-City)
136 - Joe Beaudette (Omaha)
143 -Barry Alimeida (Omaha)

145 -Jason Gregoire (Lincoln)
147 - Danny Hobbs (Chio)

149 - Andrew Conboy (Omaha)
152 -Baylor Dieter (Green Bay)
158 - Billy Maday (W aterloo)

161 - Tommy Wingels (Cedar Rapids)
200 -Carter Camper (Lincoln)
207 -Josh Turnbull (Waterloo)

Year

Goaltenders
12 -Kent Patterson (Cedar Rapids)
18 -Bryan Hogan (Lincoln)

USHL Futures Picks

12 -Tommy Cross (Ohio)

56 - Nico Saccheti (Indiana)

87 - Andrew Gass (Chio)

100 - Paul Carey (Indiana)

105 -CJ. Severyn (Ohio)

116 -Ben Blood (Des Moines)

140 - Tyler Kieffer (Lincoln)

176 -Brandon Martell (Tri-City)

179 -Brennan Vargas (Indiana)

186 -Brandon Bahnemann (Indiana)
206 -TJ. Syner (Indiana)

210 - Ryan McKiernan (Des Moines)
11 - Scott Darling (Indiana)* *

22 -John Muse (Indiana)* *

USHL Alumni

6 - Sam Gagner (Sioux City)

171 - Spencer Anderson (Chicago)
209 - Justin Braun (Green Bay)

19 - John Murray (Sioux Falls)* *

** goaltender

USHL/ NHL Dr aft Briefs

Players Selected: 308

There have been 308 players with USHL ties se-
lected alltime in the NHL Draft. In addition, 8
mor e players were chosen in the now-defunct NHL
Supplemental Draft.

Most Players Selected In One Year: 27
27 players with USHL ties were selected in the
2005 NHL Draft.

USHL Team With Most Players Selected: Omaha
The Lancers have had 38 former players drafted
by NHL teams.

NHL Team Selecting Most Players: Pittsburgh

The Penguins have selected 18 USHL players.

USHL Team With Most Players Selected In One

Draft Year: Lincoln

The Stars had seven players selected in the 2003

draft, including David Backes and Ryan Potulny
ho have already debuted in the NHL.

Draft Year That Has Produced The Most USHL
Players In The NHL: 2000

A total of 10 players, out of the 25 that were se-

lected in this draft class for the USHL have played
at least one game in the NHL.

Highest Player Selected: 5th overall
Thomas Vanek of Sioux Falls by the Buffalo Sabres
in 2003.




Max

PACIOREI I ! 2906-07%1’8

POSITION: Forward

USHL TEAM: Sioux City Musketeers
HEIGHT: 62 WEIGHT: 205 SHOT: L
HOMETOWN: New Canaan, Connecticut
COLLEGE: University of Michigan

NHL CENTRAL SCOUTING RANKING. 16

Appeared in all 60 games for Sioux City as a rookie..\WWas among
the league’s scoring leaders the entire season...Fnished with 63
points, tying him for 10th in the league..Was 4th in goals, 2nd in
assists and 2nd in points for Musketeers...Played in the 2007
USHL Prospects/ All-Star Game..Named the 2007 Cfficial Game
Puck/ USHL Rookie of the Year ...Also a member of the league’s All-
Rookie team.

Scout’s Insider : A competitive power forward with a good physical pres-
ence...has a very good wrist shot with a quick release...is a good skater with ex-
cellent first-step quickness...strong in the faceoff circle and does what it takes to
help his team win...needs to improve his consistency around the net...effective on
the penalty kill but needs to improve his defensive anticipation.

Nick
PETRECKI

POSITION: Defense

USHL TEAM: Omaha Lancers
HEIGHT: 6-3 WEIGHT: 210 SHOT: L
HOMETOWN: Clifton Park, New York
‘ COLLEGE: Boston College

NHL CENTRAL SCOUTING RANKING: 21

Played two years with the Lancers...Dramatically improved his of-
fense from rookie season where he recorded only 3 points..Went
scoreless in his first 60 games before scoring his first goal...Im-
proved his plus-minus rating by 28 points, finishing season at
+16...Played in the 2007 USHL Prospects/ All-Star Game..Was
named Second Team All-USHL in 2007..Was twice named USHL
Defensive Player of the Weekin 2006-07.

Scout’s Insider : A stay-at-home defenseman with excellent speed and lateral
quickness...has strong physical presence on the ice with the ability to make the
big hit...is quick to the puck and makes hard and accurate passes...needs to im-
prove the consistency of his decision making and discipline.




Patrick
WHITE

POSITION: Forward

USHL TEAM: Tri-City Storm

HEIGHT: 6-1 WEIGHT: 190 SHOT: R
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids, Minnesota
COLLEGE: University of Minnesota

NHL CENTRAL SCOUTING RANKING: 23

Played with the Storm before and after his high school season,
thus only appearing in 12 games in the USHL...Participated in the
USA Hockey Junior Jamboree in November ..Helped lead his high
school team to the Minnesota state title game in class AA for the
second straight season..Was voted the Minnesota state player of
the year by the Associated Press...Chosen to participate in the
2007 Under-18 World Championships.

Scout’s Insider : A skilled forward with the ability to make a difference...strong
player with a physical presence...plays tough in the corners and in traffic...is good
on the right wing and gets his wrist shot off with ease..sometimes lacks urgency
in his play.

Colby

COHEN

Scout’s Insider : A skilled offensive defenseman..has good puck skills and a
good shot from the point..makes good passes and sees the ice well..needs to
improve his defensive positioning and the consistency of his work ethic.



